











CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Contact Area Chambers of Commerce/Visitor’'s Bureaus for more information.

DECEMBER
BAGGS - Parade of Lights
CASPER - Holiday on the Homestead
CHEYENNE - Candlelight Tour of the Historic
Governor’s Mansion
Christmas House
Cheyenne Christmas Choral Festival
Trolley Christmas Light Tours
DOUGLAS - Paws and Pearls Banquet
FORT LARAMIE — Christmas Caroling Hay Ride
GLENDO - Chariot Races
GLENROCK - Christmas Parade
GUERNSEY - llluminated Christmas Parade
LARAMIE - Laramie Christmas Parade
Olde-Fashioned Christmas
LUSK
Chamber Christmas Celebration & Parade
Christmas Bazaar
Santa’s Helpers
PINE BLUFFS - Christmas at Home
RAWLINS - Annual Holiday Art Fair
Annual Christmas in the Big House
Ice Sculpting
SARATOGA
Christmas Parade & Winter Wonderland
Festival of Trees & Auction
TORRINGTON - 2 Shot Goose Hunt
Christmas Parade
Motocross
WHEATLAND - Christmas Parade of Lights
Holiday Bazaar
Project Safe Annual Home Tour

JANUARY

DOUGLAS — Chamber’s Legislative Lunch
LUSK - Cowboy State Gun Show
SARATOGA - Ice Fishing Derby

Sierra Madre Winter Carnival
TORRINGTON - Sagebrush & Roses Banquet
WHEATLAND - Livestock Tour

Winter Series Horse Show & Gymkhana

FEBRUARY

CASPER - API Annual Chili Cookoff

Casper Mountain Dog Sled Race
ENCAMPMENT - Sierra Madre Winter Carnival
LUSK - Sportsman’s Banquet
RAWLINS - Winterfest
SARATOGA

Donald E. Erickson Memorial Chariot Races
TORRINGTON - Jack Burney Memorial Barrel

Race & Team Roping

Rotary Wine Tasting

Team Roping Jackpot
WHEATLAND - Stars of Tomorrow

Winter Series Horse Show & Gymkhana

MARCH

CASPER - Home & Garden Show
CHEYENNE

All Laramie County Art Show & Sale

Tri-State Home, Garden & Recreation Show
DOUGLAS - Legislative Luncheon

St. Patrick’s Day Feast at the Senior Center
RAWLINS - Carbon County Health Fair

Saint Patrick’s Day Square Dance
TORRINGTON

US Team Roping Championships
WHEATLAND - Annual 4-H Carnival

APRIL
DOUGLAS
Chamber’s Ultimate Indoor Garage Sale
High Plains Old Time Music Festival
Humongous Easter Egg Hunt
GLENROCK - Easter Egg Hunt
GUERNSEY - Easter Egg Hunt

LARAMIE - Keepers of the Fire Spring Powwow
Native American Spring Powwow
RAWLINS
Carbon County Gathering Of Cowboy Poets
SARATOGA - Platte Valley Open Pool Tournament
TORRINGTON - Twombly Horse Sale
WHEATLAND
Winter Series Horse Show & Gymkhana

MAY

CASPER - Cruizin’ with the Oldies

Machine Gun & Cannon Shoot
CHEYENNE - Cheyenne Mineral, Fossil, Gem &

Rock Show

Mediterranean Excursion Fine Wine & Dine
DOUGLAS

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Banquet

Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Day
GLENDO - Western Walleye Pro Classic
GLENROCK - LiI’ Pokes Rodeo
LARAMIE - Collegiate Rodeo

Laramie Kennel Club Dog Show
PINE BLUFFS — Seasonal Volksmarch

Team Roping
RAWLINS — Outdoor Shooting Complex Opens (1)
SAVERY - Frontier Days w/ Mountain Man

Exhibits @ Little Snake River Museum

Picnic with Cowboy Poetry

TORRINGTON - Craft Class for Kids

JUNE

CASPER - Casper Marathon

College National Rodeo Finals

Concerts in the Park

Lawdogs vs. Cowboys

Machine Gun & Cannon Shoot

Mid-Summer’s Eve Celebration

NIC Fest

National Pony Express Re-Ride

Powder River Sheepherders Fair

Shrine Circus

Wednesday Night Live!

Wyoming Shrine Bowl
CHEYENNE - Bounty of the Pacific Northwest

Fine Wine & Dine

Cheyenne Gunslingers Gunfights

Fort Collins Irish Festival

Tour de Prairie Cycling Event
CHUGWATER

Chugwater Chili Cook-Off (Father’s Day Weekend)
DOUGLAS - Converse County Rodeo

Fort Fetterman Days

Jackalope Railroad Days

Wyoming High School Rodeo Finals
ENCAMPMENT

Woodchoppers Jamboree & Rodeo
GLENDO

Wyoming Walleye Circuit/Governor’s Cup

Wyoming Walleye Tourney
GLENROCK

Hog Fest

Pony Express Re-Ride

Relay for Life
LAGRANGE - Mini Fair & Rodeo
LARAMIE - Butch Cassidy Days

Dead Dog Classic Stage Race

Gem City Bone and Joint Laramie Duathlon

Golf Classic

Family Storytimes @ Library

Snowy Range Rendezvous

Wine Tasting
LUSK - Relay for Life

Wyoming Mounted Shooting
MEDICINE BOW

Lions Club Annual Fishing Derby (Father’s

Day Weekend)

PINE BLUFFS - Night Rodeo

RAWLINS - Carnival

Music in the Park

Old West Summerfest

Taste of Carbon County
SARATOGA - Kids Fishing Day

Platte Valley Festival of Birds

Woodchoppers Jamboree & Rodeo
SLATER

Homestead Heritage Day Dutch Oven Cook-Off
TORRINGTON - Pony Express Re-Ride

Crabtree Amusements

Livestock Progress Show
WHEATLAND - Antique Tractor Pull

JULY
ALBIN — Albin Day
CASPER - Bessemer Jailbreak
Central Wyoming Balloon Fest
Central Wyoming Fair & Rodeo
Concerts in the Park
Farmer’s Market
Fireworks Festival
Jimmy Buffet Party
Wednesday Night Live!
Whitewater Rodeo
CHEYENNE - 4th of July Celebration
Cheyenne Light, Fuel & Power Garden
Performance Series
Cheyenne Frontier Days
Professional Bull Riders
DIXON - Little Snake River Lions Club Rodeo
DOUGLAS - 4th of July Celebration
Outside Western Movie Nites @ Locomotive
Park (Monday Nights in July)
Railroad Days
ENCAMPMENT - Grand Encampment Cowboy
Gathering & Living History Days
Sierra Muzzleloaders Mountain Man
Rendezvous & Black Powder Shoot
Wyoming Ranchers Family Camp
FORT LARAMIE — Annual One Summer Day
Old Fashioned 4th Of July
Wyoming Bat Festival
GLENDO - 4th of July Fireworks
Sailboat Regatta
GLENROCK - Deer Creek Roping Events
GUERNSEY - Guernsey Parade & Fireworks
HANNA - Annual King Coal Days
LANDER - Pioneer Days Rodeo
LARAMIE — Brewfest
Family Storytimes @ Library
Laramie Jubilee Days Fire in the Sky
Tour de Wyoming
Wine Tasting
LUSK — Annual Legend of Rawhide
Independence Day Celebration
Niobrara County Fair
MEDICINE BOW
Antique Tractor & Engine Convention
PINE BLUFFS - 4th of July Fireworks & BBQ
Friday Night Rodeos
RAWLINS
Fiesta Days & Outhouse Obstacle Race
Music in the Park
SARATOGA - Grand Encampment Cowboy
Gathering & Mountain Man Rendezvous
Independence Day Parade & Wild
West Shoot-Out
Outdoor Concerts Series
Platte River Rodeo Assoc. WRA Rodeo
Platte Valley Arts Festival
Power at the Pavilion
TORRINGTON - Fireworks Display
WHEATLAND - Antique Tractor Pull
Jaycee 4th of July Fireworks
Karaoke In The Park
Wyoming Junior Rodeo Association Rodeo
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AUGUST
CASPER - Beartrap Summer Festival
Concerts in the Park
Farmer’s Market
National Historic Trails Interpetive Center
Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday Night Live!
CHEYENNE - Cheyenne Light, Fuel & Power
Garden Performance Series
Summer Fresh From the Garden Fine
Wine & Dine
DOUGLAS - Chamber’s Appreciation Dinner &
Community Pep Rally
Douglas Invitational Art Show & Sale
Wyoming State Fair & Rodeo
FORT LARAMIE — Moonlight Tour
GLENROCK - Deer Creek Days
HANNA - Annual King Coal Days
LARAMIE - Albany County Fair
Family Storytimes @ Library
Wine Tasting
LUSK - Niobrara County Fair
MIDWEST - Salt Creek Days
PINE BLUFFS - Annual Mud Volleyball Tourney
Annual Trail Days Jackpot Shoot
Texas Trail Days
RAWLINS - Annual Rawlins-Sturgis Roundup
Carbon County Fair & Rodeo
Cow Plop
Music in the Park
SARATOGA - Bullfest
Carbon County Fair
Steinley Cup Microbrewery Competition
Taste of the West
Wyoming Film Festival
SINCLAIR — Town Anniversary Celebration
TORRINGTON
Big Wyoming Appaloosa Horse Show
Comedy Night
Goshen County Fair
Sunflower Classic Cattle Dog Trial
WHEATLAND - Platte County Fair & Rodeo

SEPTEMBER
BAGGS - Fall Historical & Educational Trek
CASPER - Carriage Ball

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Contact Area Chambers of Commerce/Visitor’s Bureaus for more information.

CDR Motocross Invitational
Cruizin’ with the Oldies
Farmer’s Market
Great Duck Derby
Platte River Festival
Wyoming Book Festival
CHEYENNE - Cowboy Symposium & Celebration
Greek Festival
Kennel Club Dog Show
Oktoberfest
U.S. Team Roping Regional Championship
Zonta Antiqgue Show
DOUGLAS - Dinner at the Diner
ENCAMPMENT - Copper Days Festival
LARAMIE - Family Storytimes @ Library
Wine Tasting
LINGLE - Western History Days @ Western
History Center
LUSK - Elks Hunter / Rancher Feed
DOES Convention
Senior Pro Rodeo
State 2A Golf
RAWLINS - Harvest Fest
SARATOGA - Encampment Copper Days
Historical & Cultural Assoc. Trek
SAVERY - Country Days
Music Fest @ Little Snake River Museum
TORRINGTON - Goshen Cty. Quilt Show
Safe Kids Day
Septemberfest
Twombly Horse Sale

OCTOBER
CASPER - Equality State Book Festival
Wyoming Women’s Expo
CHEYENNE - Harvest Festival Fine Wine & Dine
DOUGLAS - Helluva Hunt
Hunters BBQ
Oktoberfest
FORT LARAMIE - Open House / Ghost Walk
GLENROCK - Halloween Carnival
LARAMIE — Family Storytimes @ Library
Haunted Prison Tours
Wine Tasting
LUSK — Halloween Carnival
Spook Day

PINE BLUFFS - Halloween Carnival
RAWLINS

LeClair Square Dance Festival

Oktoberfest
SARATOGA - Halloween Walk
TORRINGTON

4-H Harvest Carnival

Burch Bash Bronc Riding

Rope the Rockies
WHEATLAND

Haunted Bath House

Home Show Bonanza

Oktoberfest/Moonlight Madness

NOVEMBER
CASPER - Christmas Parade
Festival of Trees
Make a Wish Foundation Stories of Light
NIC Art Show & Sale
CHEYENNE - Christkindlemart
Christmas Parade, Concert And Craft Show
Downtown Fall Festival
DOUGLAS
All Saints Day Cemetery Tour
Chamber’s Christmas Parade
Congregational Church Annual Turkey Dinner
Cowboy Christmas Celebration Show-Western
Craft Vendors & Entertainment
Eastern Wyoming College Craft Show
Holiday Open House
Senior Citizen Center Craft Show
GUERNSEY - Holiday Bazaar
LARAMIE - Holiday Wine Fest
LUSK

Niobrara Chamber Banquet
NRA Banquet
Silver Cliff Theater
PINE BLUFFS - Fun Shoot
RAWLINS
Christmas Tree & Wreath Decorating
Friends Of The Needy Bazaar
Parade of Lights
Soroptimist’s Holiday Fest
TORRINGTON - Fireman’s Ball
Holiday Bazaar
Veteran’s Day Parade

EAUS

Casper Area Chamber
Toll Free
Website

Casper Area Conv. & Visitor’s Bureau
Toll Free

WWwWw.casperwyoming.org

(800) 445-5303
www.visitlaramie.org
(307) 383-7335

Website

www.townofbaggs.com

(307) 234-5311
(866) 234-5311
Lusk (Niobrara Chamber)
(307) 234-5362  Toll Free

(800) 852-1889

www.casperwyoming.info

(307) 638-3388

www.cheyennechamber.org

Cheyenne Visitor’'s Bureau.
Toll Free
Website

Chugwater ...

Douglas ....
Website...

Elk Mountain

Glenrock

.... (307) 778-3133
(800) 426-5009
www.cheyenne.org
www.chugwater.com
(307) 358-2950

. www.jackalope.org
(800) 228-3547
(307) 436-5652

Rawlins-Carbon County
Website

Goshen County Chamber

(307) 532-3879
www.goshencountychamber.com
.... (307) 745-7339

... www.laramie.org

(307) 837-2422
www.townoflingle.org

(307) 334-2950

.. (800) 828-8855

. www.luskwyoming.com

(307) 245-3746
www.pinebluffs.org

(307) 322-2322
www.plattechamber.com

(800) 228-3547
www.wyomingcarboncounty.com
(307) 326-8855

. www.saratogachamber.info
(307) 532-3879
www.goshencountychamber.com
(307) 322-2322
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PoINTS OF INTEREST

MEDICINE BOW NATIONAL FOREST
Medicine Bow National Forest lies between WY 487 to the west and I-25 in
the east, then skips down into the southwestern corner of the region.
This magnificent mountain range is honored by the American Indians as
hunting grounds rich in mahogany used in making bows, and also where they
came together for medicinal and ceremonial powwows. Making medicine and
making bows eventually came together as “Medicine Bow.”
This national forest was so declared as such by President Theodore Roosevelt
in 1902. The outdoor recreational scope is unlimited, wildlife is abundant and
the timber harvesting industry seems to exist in concert with all who enjoy
this million acre national forest.

ALCOVA
Independence Rock State Historic Site, 25 miles west of Alcova on SR 220,
is a well-known landmark on the Sweetwater River. Called “The Great Register
of the Desert,” it is a 193 foot high granite boulder with a base that covers
more than 27 acres. Visitors can explore the dome shaped rock, mulling over
the hundreds of names carved by past travelers along the Oregon Trail.
Phone (307) 577-5150 (Edness K. Wilkins State Park).

BAGGS
Baggs Outlaw Stop is located on Highway 789 in Baggs. Self-guided tours
around the cabin.

CASPER
Dan Speas Fish Rearing Station, west of Casper.
Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park is six miles east of Casper.

Fort Caspar Museum is located at 4001 Fort Caspar Road in Casper. Open
year-round.
Phone (307) 235-8462.

Mormon Handcart Visitors Center, is 65 miles southwest of Casper on
Highway 220. Operated by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
Open year-round, 7 days a week.

National Historic Trails Interpretive Center, Interstate 25, Exit 189.

Nicolaysen Art Museum and Discovery Center, 400 East Collins Drive,
presents changing exhibits by national and regional artists. Admission.
Phone (307) 235-5247.

Pathfinder Reservoir, Located southeast of Independence Rock Historic
Site, about 50 miles southwest of Casper, turning south off Wyoming 220. This
beautiful area rich in recreation facilities, is also a national historic site and an
engineering landmark. Visitors will find superb camping areas, boat ramps,
shelters, a marina, a museum and a hiking trail. This reservoir is also home
to the Pathfinder National Bird Refuge.

CHEYENNE
Cheyenne Frontier Days™ Old West Muesum
Curt Gowdy State Park is 24 miles west of Cheyenne.
Histoic Governor’s Mansion State Historic Site

Laramie County Library, named one of the top 10 destination libraries in the
country by USA Today, our building has received acclaim and awards. Atrue
destination for many tourists and others outside the community.

State Capitol in Cheyenne is on Capitol Avenue between 24th and 25th.
This neoclassic sandstone building, with a golden dome 50 feet in diameter
is architecturally uncommon for the region. Phone (307) 777-7220.

Terry Bison Ranch is in Cheyenne. Take the I-25 exit 2 miles, then go south
on Terry Ranch Road to the ranch entrance.
Phone (307) 634-4171 or toll free (800) 319-4171.

Wildlife Visitors Center

CHUGWATER
Chugwater Museum

DOUGLAS
Ayres Natural Bridge, in Ayres Park, is 12 miles west of Douglas on [-25, then
5 miles south on Natural Bridge Road. April - Oct. Daily 8-8. Free.

Fort Fetterman State Historic Site, off the North Douglas exit of I-25. Although
only two of the original buildings remain standing today, visitors are welcome at

the ordnance warehouse and will certainly enjoy seeing the museum of the fort’s
history located in the restored officer’s quarters. The annual Fort Fetterman
Days celebration brings the fort to life when volunteers from around the area
dress in authentic costumes and re-create life at the fort during the 1870s.

Wyoming Pioneer Memorial Museum

Wyoming State Fair and Rodeo, in Douglas at 400 W. Center St.
Phone (307) 358-2398.

ENCAMPMENT
Grand Encampment Museum

FORT LARAMIE
Fort Laramie National Historic Site covers 832 acres 3 miles southwest of
the town of Fort Laramie.

GUERNSEY
Guernsey State Park, off Highway 26.

Oregon Trail Ruts State Historic Site, in Guernsey, jct. U.S. 26 is 1 mile south
on S. Wyoming Avenue. See the well preserved examples of mid-19th-century
pioneer trails. Some ruts are five to six feet deep. Self-guiding trails provide
information of the site.

Register Cliff State Historic Slte is 3 miles south on South Wyoming Avenue
off jet. U.S. 26. Here is a 100 foot cliff with the carved names of thousands of
pioneers who journeyed past this point. Many of these inscriptions were made
from 1840-1860. A walkway is at the base of the cliff.

HARTVILLE
Museum & Visitors Center opens July 10.
Sunrise Museum

KEELINE
Spanish Diggings, located south of Keeline, was discovered in the 1870s by
cowboys and misnamed because they thought the Spaniards had dug for gold
here. Scientists have declared the area a prehistoric site, probably 10-15,000
years old.

LARAMIE
Abraham Lincoln Memorial Monument, in Laramie, is 10 miles southeast
on |-80 at the edge of the rest area. This monument marks the highest point
on the transcontinental route at the summit off 1-80 near Sherman Hill. The
monument stands 48.5 feet tall.

Ames Monument, in Laramie, is 17 miles southeast on 1-80 then two miles
south on Ames Road. This 60 foot pyramid is made of granite and honors
Oliver and Oakes Ames, the two promoters of the transcontinental railroad.

Laramie Plains Museum, at 603 lvinson Avenue, in Laramie, is the restored
Victorian mansion of Edward lvinson, one of the city’s original settlers.
Guided tours are offered. Phone (307) 742-4448.

University of Wyoming

Vedauwoo Area, 17 miles south east of Laramie via I-80.

Wyoming Territorial Prison State Historic Site, located at 975 Snowy Range
Road in Laramie.

LINGLE
Jay Em Historic Site, 24 miles north of Lingle off U.S. Highway 85.
Phone (307) 735-4364.

Western History Center, five miles west of Lingle on Highway 26.

LUSK
Fort Hat Creek Stage Station is 15 miles northeast of Lusk off U.S. Highway
18-85, on the banks of Sage Creek. The fort also known as Camp Hat Creek,
was built by the Army in 1875, under the leadership of Captain James Egin on
the banks of Sage Creek.

Indian Creek Stage Station, located some 15 miles north and 15 miles east
of Lusk. This was a regular meal and telegraph station in 1876.

Legend of Rawhide Pageant was first presented in 1946 and in 1986 the
pageant was part of the Lusk Centennial celebration. This pageant is based
on a story of a man being skinned alive by Native Americans. It first ap-

WyomingTravelRecreation.com « 117


http://www.WyomingTravelRecreation.com

peared Feb. 2, 1850, in the Lacon, IL “Gazette” to discourage people from
going west and was later retracted, but by that time the myth had spread.
The name of the victim differs from locality to locality.
www.legendofrawhide.com

Lightning Creek Indian Battle took place Oct. 31, 1903, approximately 50
miles northwest of Lusk. It was the last armed engagement between the Sioux
and the white men.

Robbers Roost Stage Station, 50 miles north of Lusk was established in
1877 and was located between the Cheyenne River and Robber’s Roost
Creek. Here steep banks lined with juniper and brush provided ideal con-
cealment for outlaws to ambush the stages. It was burned in 1886 and
never rebuilt.

Silver Cliff, approximately one mile from Lusk. This is the site of silver and
copper mining from 1880 until 1898. A large stamp mill on Mining Hill was op-
erated here from 1884 to 1898. In 1885 a tent town of about 200 people was
established, but they all moved to Lusk to be close to the railroad in 1886.

Texas Trail Monument, 3 miles east of Lusk was dedicated in August of 1940
to mark the wide trail over which thousands of head of cattle passed on their
way from Texas to summer ranges in the north from 1876 until 1897.

MEDICINE BOW
Como Bluff Fossil Cabin in Medicine Bow, 7 miles east on U.S. 30, is con-
structed entirely of dinosaur bones.

Medicine Bow Museum on U.S. 30, is across from the Virginian Hotel. The
museum is located in a 1913 railroad depot. See exhibits depicting the history
of Medicine Bow. A restored caboose and Owen Wister’s cabin are on the
grounds. Donations. Open Memorial Day - Labor Day.

NIOBRARA COUNTY
Niobrara River was in a government treaty with the Pawnee Indians in 1853.
Itis also known as Running Water. The flags of Spain, France and the United
States have flown over this river and county.

PINE BLUFFS
Historic Archeological Dig Site, located adjacent to I-80, is the site of American
Indian and prehistoric artifacts dating back 8,000 years.
Texas Trail Museum

Our Lady of Peace Shrine, located off Old Highway 30, is among the largest
Virgin Mary statues in the U.S. at 180 tons and 5 stories high.

RAWLINS
Carbon County Museum is in Rawlins at 9th and Walnut.
Phone (307) 328-2740.

Fort Fred Steele State Historic Site on the North Platte River, off Interstate
80 east of Rawlins.

Seminole State Park is located near Rawlins.
Wyoming Frontier Prison

SARATOGA
Saratoga Mineral Hot Springs, located behind the municipal swimming pool,
open 24/7 and free to the public.

Saratoga Museum
Saratoga National Fish Hatchery is north of Saratoga.

SAVERY
Little Snake River Valley Museum located one block north of Highway 70 in
Savery. The Museum has nine buildings that serve as home for many historical
displays important to the Little Snake River area and the region. Jim Baker,
early mountain man’s cabin is on the grounds. It is open daily from Memorial
Day through late October. Free.
Phone (307) 383-7262.

TORRINGTON
Goshen County Fairgrounds

Hawk Springs State Recreation Area, located in the southeastern corner of
the state off Highway 85.

Homesteaders Museum - experience the “homestead life” as it was lived on
the barren prairies of southeastern Wyoming in Goshen County. Located one
mile north of the historic Oregon Trail in the Old Union Pacific Depot, built in
1925. Phone (307) 532-5612.

WHEATLAND
Laramie Peak Museum

Sybille Research Center on Wyoming Hwy. 34 between Bosler and Wheat-
land is home to the Wyoming Game & Fish Department’s black-footed ferret
program. It has a visitors center, wildlife viewing area, short nature walk and
picnic tables. The center is open April 15 - Oct. 15. The Hwy. 34 turnoff is on
U.S. 30, 18 miles west of Laramie.

Muddy Gap, Carbon County (photo courtesy J. Stephen Conn)
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During eight decades in the 1800s the Oregon Trail served as a natural corridor as the United States moved from the eastern half of the
continent toward the west coast. The Oregon Trail ran approximately 2,000 miles west from Missouri toward the Rocky Mountains to the Wil-
lamette Valley. A trail to California branched off in southern Idaho, and the Mormon Trail connected Council Bluffs to Salt Lake City.

Beginning as an unconnected series of trails used by Native Americans, Fur Traders expanded the route to transport pelts to trading posts
and rendezvous. In the 1830s, missionaries followed the still faint trail along the Platte River and the Snake to establish church connections
in the Northwest.. A combination of economic and political events in the 1840s converged to start a large scale migration west on what was
then known as “The Oregon Road.” Joel Walker is credited as the first
settler to make the complete trip with a family in 1840. Large scale
migration started in 1843, when a wagon train of over 800 people with
120 wagons and 5,000 cattle made the five month journey. In 1847,
Mormons escaping persecution headed toward Salt Lake, and the dis-
covery of gold in California in 1848 sent a wave of fortune seekers
west. Military posts, trading posts, shortcuts, and spur roads sprang
off the Oregon Trail over the next three decades.

With more than 11,000 emigrants crossing on the Oregon Trail be-
fore the Gold Rush, traveling could be quite congested. Along the way
these pioneers, like present day Americans, had the desire to com-
municate and developed their own information highway. Called the
“Bone Express” by then acting Governor George Currey, this system

of communication was posted conspicuously along the trail route using cloth, wood, and even human skulls. With this method westbound
emigrants and “go-backs” (eastbound) could leave messages, advertisements, directions and warnings to fellow pioneers. In one instance
the desire to communicate grew from love-inspired necessity. John Johnson
and Jane Jones, two young pioneers who were attracted to one another but
separated by their disapproving parents, developed a system of writing to each
other.on buffalo skulls with the code name “Laurie.” While some emigrants
tampered with existing messages to insert their own opinions or humor, most
remained untouched.

The Central Pacific Railroad connected California to the continent in 1869,
and the Oregon Shortline finished a railroad from Portland, Oregon to the Union
Pacific railroad in Wyoming in 1884. Wagon trains gave way to modern trans-
portation. The trail became a route for eastward cattle drives, but by the twen-
tieth century, the Oregon Trail was considered part of a historic past, and the
image of covered wagons and heroic pioneers had become an American icon.

Ezra Meeker, a pioneer of 1852, took steps to preserve and commemorate
the Oregon Trail by staging several west-to-east trips over the trail, beginning in
1906. He organized communities to place markers along the trail route. In 1978,
Congress designated it the Oregon National Historic Trail. Through the years,
many remnants of the trail disappeared under construction of towns,
highways, and agricultural development, but over 300 miles of ruts still
exist. The National Historic Trail is-administered by the National Park
Service in partnership with the Bureau of Land Management, the For-

“est Service, state and local governments, citizen organizations, and

Wagon Train Heading Out

Pioneer Family

A Day on the Trail

After several days on the trail, certain routines were followed:

private individuals who own or manage property crossed by the trail
route. Through their efforts of preservation and education, it is still
possible to follow the route of the Oregon Trail by auto and hiking, and
to visit over 125 historic sites associated with the Oregon Trail.

~ information courtesy BLM, www.blm.gov/or/oregontrail

Wagon Ruts Near Baker, OR (photo courtesy ]. Brew)

~ 4:00 am: a bugler blows a trumpet or a rifle is fired by the night
guards to wake up the camp.

~ 5:00 am: cattle are rounded up after being allowed to graze during
the night (except when Indians threatened).

~ 5:30 am: women and children are up and fixing breakfast of usually
bacon, corn porridge or “Johnny Cakes” made of flour and water.

~ 6:30 am: women rinse plates and mugs and stow bedding, while the
men haul down tents and load them in the wagons.

~ 7:00 am: after every family has gathered their teams and hitched
them to wagons, a trumpeter signals a “Wagons Ho,” to start the wag-
ons down the trail. Average distance covered in a day was usually fif-
teen miles, but on a good day twenty could be traveled.

~ 7:30 am: men ride ahead on horses with shovels to clear out a path,
if needed.

~ “Nooning Time”: animals and people stop to eat, drink and rest.

~ 1:00 pm: back on the trail.

~ 5:00 pm: when a good campsite with ample water and grass is found,
pioneers stop to set up camp for the evening. Wagons are circled into
a corral.

~ 6:00 pm: families unpack and make supper.

~ 7:00 pm: mothers do chores, men smoke & talk, young people dance.
~ 8:00 pm: camp settles down for the night, guards go out on duty.

~ Midnight: night guards are changed.
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Just one stay and you’ll see
what makes us

Cheyenne Dubois
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SUPERBOOM | 1350808000 | P4/ YNDHAN

WA . | FocoremvercinewnnionaMFamiv.  wyndhamworiawidecom

120

Riverton
Hwys. 26 § T80

1040 M, Federal Bled,
(307) 857-2400

Sheridan
2435 N, Maim
(307) 672-9735

Thermopolis
Lane 5wy, 205
(307) 845515

Destination Super
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http://www.super8.com

PRESENTS

A 5UHME“ OF TRADITIONAL DA”CI’N(:

EVERY TUESDAY & THURSDAY AT 6FM

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

RED WILLOW RESTANRANT - £EE NOENN £AFE - £TFTSH0P . ESPRESSY
NOW-BMOEING SLITSECTTON - ENTERTAINMENT ROOAM



http://www.windrivercasino.com
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Cheyenne Fromer Days
Old West Museum
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&, TorAY Bisom
CHETERKE GUNEL INGES SHOWS

AL PiME BL F8 RODEQ & ARCHAEOLGSICAL D

Plus, There's 50 Much More!

WWW.CHEYENNE.ORG - 1-BO0-42&6-5005


http://www.cheyenne.org



